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in the maost
advanced sci-
entific and
techmelogical
society i his-
tiory. Mew dis-
coveries have led 1o personal
andd socictal enlightenment, io
improvements and benefits in
our daily lives, bt also wo
new societnl problems, Basic
pescarcl i science has greally
nereased our understiunding
of natire, expanded fronticrs
of inguiry, shown us how
little we know, triggensd cres-
tve wives of invention and
innovation, and promipbecd
technologicnl breakthroughs
that were inconceivable just a
P shaort decades ago, Ve,
iy people mround the
wr [d ore =till insulated from
much of tse modemn advanee-
miend o such fields as agricul-
wire, medecine, ealtheane,
housing, communications,
and Iransportatoon, and ane
thus deprived of their bene-
fits, The wide gap between
those of ws who founsh be-
e ol advaness in science
and technolezy and those who
o st 1% |J|:v|.'F||':' disturbing. I
15 mstomishing that 1.1 billion
FI‘\.'\II'\II'IIL' i!l ||I.L' Hi‘rllj Il.'l'l.' LEIb]
less than 31 o day, as reporied
by the World Bank, Science
amd fechnolegy can affect the
qualiny of life around the
@lobe and e must be wise in
the use of echnology every-

Frir | sl Pladegrags-,

where.

Chiemistry brings a wide
rmie of goods and functions (o
everyvone and s s vital 1o
our democracy. Chemistry 15

SACS redies on o jielge-
ment as Conncilors to de-
enterprise. "

the kev to eradicating disense
and reducing poverty, Our re-
seareh and our fechnology con
prowide clean water amd nutri-
tions Food, meet energy de-
mands, and help lead 1o sus-
tmimaihle development every-
where. And, just as important,
chemists can help society de-
velap the will io improve ihe
quality of lite on the planet

II.'I."!.' .HII |.1I.I '|"¢|1i|| Wl dl'\l l'h.'r
cinese it interests us, it satisfics
Pty uurinh:i.l:.', and we erjoy it,
Hivavewer, we have a responsi-
bilaty to lumanity as a whale.
science aml society have what
% esseniially a social contre
that enables great intellectual
achievements bul comes wilth
muual expeciations of benefin-
in:'_ the hman condition and
protecting our planet. We are
THIYY l\..!ﬂjiil:fill‘:'_ iI.'IId iII!IG|1 ETIIP
pling with all the consequences
of the Indusirial Revolution.
Wi shoukd be thinking about
all aspacts of 1he Electronic
Revolution.

Today our biggest challenge

15 b0 help sustaim Earth and s
people b the fwee of

Population growth
Fimite resoimces
Malnuerition and obesity
Spreading discaso
Deadly violence

War

Climate change

o [enial of basic human
r:|::|'ll.\., .;'.lpq_-'."re.ll'{'r thye rl'j;.l'.'l' Tév
barwrefTe fran sclennific and
fevlrnelongivo! pressiess
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The sclutiomi to these g_r.'lnd
challenges are scientific and
technalogical and thas are
relevant o ACS and ils mem-
bers, ALS and s members
miist contime o make major
comiributions to improve the
quality of life in America and
v advance the humian condi-
ticin aroiesd the ghobe. That s
whid we say 1..'I|,:J|r|:¢ 10 i
mission simement: adviiee
Hrge bresadfpr r'.ll.':'.'uer-I'Jj.':'rll'r'."-
prise cvnd s practitioners for
Hrge bemefit of Eqrtly amd itx
Pee

However, techmical solutions
are nod suificient and chemists
winawel solve these probileims
alone. ACH, in keepang with
1% mission amd s {'|1|:|Erq:h-
signal Chorier, must carebully
sedeet areas where we can be
mast effective and vigorously
pursue strafegies to help devel-
ap the political wild of our
people and govermment to act
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responsibly. The nature of such
pivesncy for societal political
amd culivral change has 1o be
studied, developed. and articulat-
el clearly by the ACS Council
and Board of Darectors. Thas
advecacy is nol a simple task,
but it is in keeping with our
stewardship of the chemical en-
ferprise.

ACS relies on oar judgment as
Councitors 1o deline and address
virbous issues fcim our chemi-
cal enterprize, The collective
talent pad wisdom of the Council
miust always have the greatest
influgnce possible on policy mat-
ters affecting ACS and s appro-
prizte role in the chemical enter-
prise and in socicty w large. Chr
Strategic Plan is essentially a
muinagement ol o guide the
comdhsct of our programs and
operations and in this regard we

are well served. We nlso do ex-
ceedingly well in our publica-
tions and scientific communica-
tions anens, bul we must be cares
ful as other major plavers are
cuching up with us,

Thesugh its publications and its
program offerings at scientific
mectings ACS provides plat-
forms for highly technical discus-
sions om & wide varety of scien-
nific il technnlogical opics. We
formally express our views
through polivy stalemients aboul @
wide range of concems including
global warming, public and pri-
vale suppaort for rescarch and for
education, emplovment of chemi-
cal scientists, freedom of inguiry,
the ethical responsibilities of
sepentists, and many others. Ouwr
technical divisions have the ca-
paciny o coniribute w solving
some of the global societal chal-
lenges and perhaps some will

corm forward with suggestions
for certain courses of action by
ACS, Local seetions should be
stroag hases for community
engagement in all matters relat-
ed o the role of science and
technology in society,

%o, what is (are) the appropri-
ate roleig) for ACS in address.
ing any or all of today”s grand
challenges o acience and socie-
iy T These are matters for the
entire Council and ils commit=
tees o consider and to decide.
In San Dicgo we discussed the
ACS Climate Science Toolkil
and in Philadelphis we will dis-
cuss the role of ACS in alleviat-
ing the global water crisis, |
have high expectations that, as
Councilors, we will fulfill our
abligations and meet our re-
sponsibilinies o ACS, o sci-
ance, and to society.

Thank wons,
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