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Three questions succinctly express the opportunities and challenges 
of graduate education:

1.	 What is the influence of the Wisconsin Idea on graduate research and education?
2.	 What are the purposes of graduate education?
3.	 What steps should be taken to ensure that graduate education addresses important  

societal issues as well as the needs and aspirations of graduate students?

With these three questions I hope to generate conversations to examine graduate education 
at major research institutions. I will use the Report of the ACS Presidential Commission on Graduate Ed-
ucation in the Chemical Sciences as a point of departure for this conversation. 

Suggested readings:
The Wisconsin Idea

Summary Report 
of the ACS Presidential Commission on Graduate Education

Better Learning Through Chemistry? 
Science Magazine, February 1, 2013
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The Wisconsin Idea:

http://scifun.org/WisIdea/WisIdea.htm
http://www.acs.org/content/dam/acsorg/about/governance/acs-commission-on-graduate-education-summary-report.pdf
http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/governance/acs-presidential-commission-on-graduation-education-in-the-chemical-sciences.html
http://sciencecareers.sciencemag.org/career_magazine/previous_issues/articles/2013_02_01/caredit.a1300008
http://www.wiscape.wisc.edu/
http://www.wiscape.wisc.edu/

