Water is life and is to be celebrated
Nancy N. Rabalais, Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium

Every day | do, but I annually bring water from the Gulf of Mexico dead zone to a water ceremony at the
Unitarian church in Baton Rouge where it is combined with waters from others from all over the world and
locally. Some of the water is retained in the urn for the next year’'s ceremony. Each year | bring my intent to
continue to work for water quality in the Mississippi River watershed and its coastal ocean. The distances
and seeming disconnects are large, but surprisingly short for a drop of water from the Gulf of Mexico to be
transported inland and then flow with other droplets down the river to the ocean.



