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Deciding what to do after chemistry 
graduate school can be difficult, 
especially if the only thing you’re 
certain of is that you don’t want to 
follow the traditional route of 
becoming a professor.  Dr. Emily 
Dunkelberger received her Ph.D. in 

chemistry from the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
and is currently a research chemist at the National 
Institutes of Health.  She will discuss her experience 
transitioning from working as a graduate student to 
working at a national lab: how she decided on this 
career trajectory, how she found and got the job, what it 
is like to work at a national lab, and her experiences of 
being a female chemist in a male-dominated work 
environment.  


