Our planet has changed and continues to do so.

Winters have gotten milder.

|Duration of Ice on Lake Mendota (1852/53 - 2011/12 Winter Seasons)|

180 — .
] san 3 Wisconsin State Climatology Office
160 = Median Duration: 105 days (157 seasons)
= Shortest Duration: 21 days 2001/02
3 Longest Duration: 161 days 1880/81
140 — r t t
120 —
2006 100 3
80 —
60 —
40 —
Plant hardiness zones: E
2 IEE 4EE SEEm 6Em 7 gmm omm 10 E SRR
-50 -40 -30 -20 -10 0 10 20 30 20 S S
3 S-yr running means
0 _IlllTllllTllllIIIITIHITIIII]IIIIIIHIIHIIIIHIITIIIIUHI[IIII[IIIIIITIIIIIIIIIIIII]Illllllll[IIIIIHIIIIIIIil[llllllll”llllllII]IHIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIH

1860 1880 1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000
Seasons (Ice season begins in autumn of year indicated)

www.acs.org/climatescience



